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TALK WITH YOUR CHILD’S TEACHER

SUPPORT LEARNING AT HOME

Remember, you are your child’s first and will always be his/her most important 
teacher. Think about a conference as a “team meeting” in which you will 
discover the special contributions each of you can bring to your fourth 
grader’s success. 

Ask the teacher for examples of reading materials that could support learning. 

Together, look at an example of something your child has written. Ask the 
teacher what this work tells him/her about your child’s start on the journey 
to becomeing a confident reader and communicator.

Encourage your child to use book trailers to 
select a first, second and third choice to read. 
Ask him/her to tell you why and how each video 
made a book sound interesting. Go to the library 
to check out and read those top choices.  

Check out records for temperature and 
precipitation in your area. Study an example 
together. Investigate what the numbers, symbols 
or lines represent.  

Involve your child in cooking. Show him or her 
the importance of reading product labels and 
recipes and applying information to choices and 
food preparation.

Document a family event by turning it into a 
news story. 

Encourage your child to create his own birthday, 
get-well and holiday cards, practicing his or her 
best cursive handwriting skills.    

Listen to/watch an in-depth television or internet 
video report on a topic that concerns your family.  
Afterwards, have your child review the main 
points the report covered.  

Hold game nights regularly.

Be frequent visitors to your local public library. 
Let him/her see you choosing, checking out and 
enjoying books.

Provide opportunities for your child to keep an 
electronic diary.

Start a family book club.

You can encourage learning English language arts at home in ways that are fun for you and your child. Try these ideas 
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